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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS NATO, MPOL, IC 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS' COMMENTS ON NEUTRON BOMB 
REF: REYKJAVIK 1169 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SOME ADDRESSEE POSTS WILL HAVE 
RECEIVED HIGHLIGHTS BY USINFO OF SECRETARY GENERAL 
LUNS' REMARKS AT OPENING SESSION OF ATLANTIC TREATY 
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ASSOICATION ASSEMBLY IN REYKJAVIK ON AUGUST 26. HOWEVER, 
EMBASSY WISHES TO DRAW PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO FOLLOWING 
PORTION OF LUNS' SPEECH RE NEUTRON BOMB: 

QTE I SHOULD LIKE AT THIS STAGE TO SAY A FEW 
WORDS ABOUT AN ISSUE WHICH HAS AROUSED A GOOD DEAL OF 
ATTENTION AND INDEED CONTROVERSY AMONG THE PUBLIC: 

THE NEUTRON WEAPON, OR, MORE ACCURATELY, THE ENHANCED 
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RADIATION WARHEAD. AS YOU KNOW, PRESIDENT CARTER HAS 
STILL TO TAKE A DECISION REGARDING THE PRODUCTION 
OF THIS WEAPON. IF IT IS A POSITIVE ONE, THE QUESTION 
OF DEPLOYMENT WILL OF COURSE BE A MATTER FOR CONSULTA 
TION WITH ALLIES. 

THE PUBLIC IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO THE ARRIVAL 
OF ANY NEW TYPE OF WEAPON, ESPECIALLY A NUCLEAR WEAPON, 
AND THIS IS A LEGITIMATE SUBJECT FOR THOROUGH PUBLIC 
DISCUSSION. BUT I REGRET THE DEGREE TO WHICH SOME 
WESTERN COMMENTATORS HAVE CONDUCTED THE DEBATE ON 
THE BASIS OF HALF TRUTHS, WHICH IS TO SAY, HALF 
UN-TRUTHS AND EVEN IGNORANCE. I SHALL THEREFORE TRY 
TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. 

NATO'S DETERRENCE HAS RELIED ON NUCLEAR AS WELL 
AS CONVENTIONAL FORCES AND WILL HAVE TO CONTINUE TO 
DO SO. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS DETERRENCE IS 
KEPT CREDIBLE IN THE LIGHT OF DEVELOPMENTS BOTH IN 
THE NUMERICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL STRENGTH OF THE 
POTENTIAL AGGRESSOR. AND IT IS CONSIDERED THAT THE 
ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD WILL CONTRIBUTE TO MAIN- 
TAINING THE CREDIBILITY OF THE DETERRENCE. THIS 
MEANS THAT THE INTRODUCTION OF THE ENHANCED RADIATION 
WARHEAD WILL MAKE AGRESSION LESS LIKELY, AND WILL 
FURTHER LESSEN THE CHANGE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BEING 
USED. 

OF COURSE THE AIM OF ALL WEAPONS IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 REYKJA 01173 01 OF 02 271625Z 

TO PUT ARMED FORCES OUT OF ACTION. THE MAIN 
CHARACTERISTIC OF THE ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD IS 
THAT IT CAUSES LESS COLLATERAL DAMAGE THAN OTHER TYPES 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. LET US BE CLEAR WHAT THIS MEANS. 

THE ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD NOT ONLY CAUSES LESS 
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY-A POINT GENERALLY EMPHASIZED BY 
WESTERN COMMENTATORS. IT ALSO WOULD MINIMIZE CASUAL- 
TIES AMONG POPULATIONS OUTSIDE THE MILITARY TARGET. 

IN OTHER WORDS THE RISK TO CIVILIANS WOULD BE GREATLY 
REDUCED-A POINT, SURELY, OF GREAT IMPORTANCE BUT 
WHICH IS RECEIVING LITTLE RECOGNITION FROM 
CERTAIN WESTERN COMMENTATORS. THE LEAST THAT CAN BE 
SAID IS THAT WEAPONS WITH DIMINISHED COLLATERAL 
EFFECT CAN CERTAINLY NOT BE WORSE THAN OTHER. 

THE THIRD ASPECT I WISH TO BRING OUT IS THAT 
THERE ARE SPECIAL PROCEDURES WITHIN THE ALLIANCE TO 
CONTROL THE USE OF ALL TYPES OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. A 
WEAPON EQUIPPED WITH AN ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD 
WOULD BE SUBJECT TO THEM TOO. THESE PROCEDURES ENABLE 
THE AWESOME IMPLICATIONS OF THE USE OF ANY NUCLEAR 
WEAPON TO BE FULLY WEIGHED BY ALLIED LEADERS AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL. THE CONTROL OF ESCALATION IS, AS YOU 
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KNOW, ENVISAGED AS PART OF THE NATO STRRATEGY OF 
FLEXIBLE RESPONSE AND IS AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR 
DETERRENCE. IN OTHER WORDS, THE PROCESS OF ESCALATION 
WOULD BE AS CAREFULLY CONTROLLED WITH THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD AS WITHOUT IT. UNQTE 
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2. COPIES OF FULL TEXT OF LUNS' SPEECH WILL BE 
POUCHED TO ALL ADDRESSEE POSTS. WND UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. WE UNDERSTAND FROM 
SOURCES AT THE CONFERENCE THAT SOME ATTEMPT WAS MADE 
TO DISSUADE LUNS FROM INCLUDING COMMENTS ON NEUTRON 
BOMB, PRESUMABLY IN ORDER NOT TO INTRODUCE CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUE INTO SESSIONS. SECRETARY GENERAL OBVIOUSLY 
DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH HIS PLANNED STATEMENT. END 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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